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From the 13th to the 15th century German Hansa merchants dominated North European maritime trade. The Kontor
in Bergen was their largest trade settlement abroad and had ca. 1000 residents in winter, increasing to ca. 2000 in sum-
mer. Its counterpart was a Norwegian state whose authority declined in the Late Middle Ages, and an urban commu-
nity of ca. 6000 Norwegian inhabitants. The book describes the resulting economic, political, judicial and military rela-
tions which were unique in Northern Europe. English customs accounts and Pfundzollbiicher from Liibeck are used to
argue that the great expansion in the Bergen stockfish trade took place 1250-1320, and that it declined after the Black
Death. Norwegian merchants and state officials found the Kontor presence problematic, but stockfish producing house-
holds between Bergen and the Barents Sea saw the trade as a source of economic welfare and better food security. The
study is an important contribution to the history of the relations between Norway and the German Hanse during the

Middle Ages and it is free from national controversies that dominated former research.
Arnved Nedkvitne is professor emeritus of Medieval history from the universities of Trondheim and Oslo. His fields of

study have included Norwegian urban history, foreign trade, the economy of coastal communities and pre-modern social

organisation.
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2. Earlier research
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THE BERGEN TRADE AND THE COMMERCIAL
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1. Norwegian foreign trade befor the Hansa merchants
a The origins of Norwegian foreign trade
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d. The Baltic connection
2. Hansa merchants take control of trade between Norway
and the Balltic
a. Gotland and Russia
b. The Scania market and its offshoot in Bohuslan
c. German ports along the Baltic coast
d. Conclusion
3. Trade with England after the Hanseatic expansion
a. The expansion of the Wendish towns — the chronology
b. English customs accounts
c. Goods exported from Norway to England
d. Goods exported from England to Norway
e. Norwegian and German merchants after the Hanseatic
expansion
f. English merchants
g. Quantifying stockfish imports to England
h. Local distribution of Bergen fish in England in the 14th
century
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i. Boston emerges as centre of the Hanseatic stockfish
trade after 1303
j. Conclusion
4. Trade with continental western Europe after Hanseatic
expansion
a. The Flemish connection
b. Merchants from the Zuiderzee in Norway
c. Merchants fromm Bremen and Hamburg in Norway
d. The marginalisation of Westphalian merchants
5. Conclusion

CHAPTER I

THE BERGEN TRADE IN THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE

HANSA, 1350-1537

1. LUbeck as a “staple” for Bergen fish in the Late Middle
Ages?

2. How important was LUbeck in Bergen'’s foreign trade from
1518 to 15227

3. Bergen’s Balltic trade

. Bergen-Lubeck

. Bergen-Wismar

. Bergen—-Rostock

. Bergen-Stralsund

. Between Stralsund and Danzig

Bergen-Danzig
. Bergen-Livonia (Livland)
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i. Quantifying Bergen'’s Baltic trade in the Late Middle Ages
4. Bergen’s English connection

a. The Hanseatic settlement in Boston

b. Quantifying the goods of Hansa merchants
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