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Digital Mission Statement 2025 - 2035

Since its foundation, the Hanseatic History Society (HGV) is the central platform for the
research and dissemination of Hanse history. The presentation and documentation of
Hanse research, together with international networking, form core tasks that we will
continue to pursue with the means of modern digital technologies. Our Digital Strategy
continues and expands upon ongoing initiatives and will serve as a key orientation for
the association’s work in the coming years.

Our digital activities will ensure that the research, communication, and dissemination of
Hanseatic history are carried out in a contemporary and open manner, enabling the
widest possible access for interested audiences. Knowledge of Hanse history shall also
be made available in digital environments on a long-term and sustainable basis. The HGV
views digitisation as an opportunity to shape its future in a sustainable and forward-
looking way, of adopting contemporary working practices, of reaching audiences beyond
academia, and of cultivating new forms of cooperation.

As an internationally connected association, the HGV understands itself to be part of a
broader development based on exchange, cooperation, and dynamic networks. At the
heart of our strategy lies the linking of the association’s traditional profile — such as the
publication of sources and research on Hanse history — with the opportunities offered
by the digital world. In doing so, we are guided by the principles of Open Access and
Open Science and are committed to making knowledge of Hanse history freely available,
sustainable, and accessible to all. Looking ahead, we aim to intensify the use of digital
technologies so that the outcomes of our work may be made available not only to the
scholarly community but also to a broader public.

Strategic Goals and Measures
1. Retrodigitisation

» Digitisation of earlier publication series such as the Hansische Geschichtsblatter,
Hanserecesse, and Quellen und Darstellungen zur Hansischen Geschichte
according to modern standards.

e Open provision of user-friendly PDFs with OCR and PDF/A format to ensure
sustainable use.

e Preservation of raw data through cooperation with partner libraries for long-term
archiving.
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2. Digital Publishing

Expansion of Open Access for future publications in order to provide unrestricted
and free access to scholarly information.

Exploitation of the inherent advantages of digital publishing (e.g. flexible reading
sequences, media-flexible presentation of publications, integration of images and
text in source editions).

Testing of print-on-demand options and digital publication formats to make
printed volumes available as needed while simultaneously improving digital
accessibility.

3. Platform and Infrastructure

Development and maintenance of the association’s website as a central
information and presentation platform (“Hanse Portal”).

Networking with established repositories and Open Access portals.

Regular updating of the digital infrastructure to ensure user-friendliness and
discoverability (e.g. Al-based search functions, accessibility, international reach).

4. Networks and Cooperation

Development of partnerships with archives, libraries, and museums in the digital
field in order to make use of existing infrastructures and resources.

Networking with established knowledge platforms.

Development of pilot projects, e.g. for the provision of digitally processed archival
sources, in collaboration with partner institutions.

The Executive Board
Libeck, 27 August 2025
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